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                               Diocese of Ogdensburg Vocation Society 

What is D.O.V.S.? 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg                                                                                                    
Vocation Society is a group of 

faithful Catholics with the intention
of promoting and supporting                                  
vocations to the priesthood, 
permanent diaconate, and 
consecrated religious life through-
out the North Country.

What do they do? 

The Annual Pilgrimage for  
Vocations 
Sometimes they travel to Canada; 
other times they stay in the 
States.  Some years the trip in an 
overnight; some years it is only a 
day trip.  It is always, though, to a 
holy shrine with the expressed 
purpose of praying for Vocations.

Production of Vocation  
Materials 
Holy cards to be used in the
parishes, Vocation books for the 
Catholic schools, and ads in the 
North Country Catholic are funded by the D.O.V.S.

Personal Support 
Understanding that no Vocation is 
lived in a vacuum, D.O.V.S. support
vocations by sending cards, 
hosting meals, and gifting 
Christmas care packages.

How do I Join? 
Most months D.O.V.S. meet the 
third Wednesday in Norfolk at the 
parish center at 11:30.  All are 
welcome.  If you are unable to attend 
meetings because of work or distance, 
you can share the mission by becoming 
a Patron Member.  Contact Connie 
Randall for more info 315-265-2762.

Many Thanks 

      The 
D.O.V.S. is 
extremely 
thankful to  
Cathy Russell, 
Vocations 
Coordinator, 
for all she 
does for the 
group.  She is 
such a 
pleasant 
person and does such great things in the 
name of vocations for the group and the 
diocese.  She is truly an asset.

New Director of 
Vocations 

    With the selection 
of Fr. Doug Lucia as 
the next bishop of 
Syracuse by Pope 
Francis, Bishop Terry 
LaValley named Fr. 
Christopher C. 
Carrara to fill Fr. 
Lucia's position as 
Director of 
Vocations.  The group welcomes the 
opportunity to work with him.  
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A Note from the Vocations' 
Coordinator, Cathy Russell 

   I love lots of things about being the 
diocesan Vocations' Coordinator. Don’t tell 
anyone I said this, but the best thing is being 
involved with the D.O.V.S.   It is a real 
privilege to be part of a group that takes so 
seriously their mission to promote vocations 
to priesthood and consecrated life. We often 
say in the office that everyone is responsible 
for being a vocation director. The D.O.V.S. 
take this responsibility to heart and live it 
through all that they do.
    During this pandemic, I have really missed 
the opportunity to gather at the monthly 
meetings to pray, to laugh, to plan and, yes, 
to eat.  We have gotten to be a very closely 
knit group. We are a support to each other 
and isn’t that what being a disciple of Jesus 
is all about? I can’t think of a time when I 
have asked the D.O.V.S. for help and had 
them say no. The very first thing I remember 
that they agreed to do was to provide 
bagged lunches for the Rhonda Gruenwald 
presentation in Norfolk. I had just started in 
the job and had to plan this event. Food 
seemed to be the most daunting of tasks. 
Enter the D.O.V.S!   Food is one of their 
specialties, thanks to Connie Randall’s 
culinary skills. What a relief it was not to have 
to worry about food for that event!  I learned 
that day that I could always count on the 
D.O.V.S. 
    As Vocations' Coordinator, I thank the 
D.O.V.S. for being a part of my life and for 
sharing in the very important mission of 
promoting vocations in our diocese. Your 
prayers, your cards of support to priests, 
deacons and religious, your presence at 
diocesan vocation events, your support of 
our seminarians and the many other things 
you do are appreciated beyond measure. And 
yes, thank you for the fun! Life is better 
when accompanied by a hearty laugh.

Celebrations at Camp Guggenheim 

     The sun was shining on June 19, 2019 
when a number of D.O.V.S. flocked to Camp 
Guggenheim to share a picnic lunch with the 
seminarians, their parents, and Bishop-elect 
Doug Lucia celebrating for us for the last 
time.  
     At the end of the Mass, there was a cake 
shared while singing "Happy Birthday" to a 
"90 year young" Father John (Jack) Downs.  
     This was the first time the D.O.V.S. wore 
their shirts with their logo.  They were well-
received.  
     The day was concluded with a meal 
prepared by the D.O.V.S.   Hors d'oeuvres 
preceded the lunch.  The meat was 
barbecued by our Master Grillers.  All of the 
side dishes were delicious, and the meal was 
topped off with great desserts.  
    A group picture was taken with Bishop-
elect Lucia and the seminarians. You can see 
by the picture that everyone had a good 
time. 

D.O.V.S. Support Priest and Deacon 
Retreats 

    In May of 2019, the priests were on their 
yearly retreat at the Crown Plaza in Lake 
Placid for a few days.  The Priests' retreat 
concluded with a lunch with the parish 
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deacons, who began their retreat when the 
priests left.  The D.O.V.S made a generous 
donation to both the priest and deacon 
retreats which went toward hors d'oeuvres 
for the priests and an ice cream social for the 
deacons.  It is the D.O.V.S. way of thanking 
them for everything they do and continue to 
do for their communities. 

D.O.V.S. Help in Other Ways in 2019 

    For the second year the D.O.V.S. helped in 
the kitchen of Trinity Catholic School in 
Massena for their yearly gala.  It is always 
great getting together with the Trinity 
Catholic parishioners and helping with this 
very good cause. 
     The D.O.V.S. also helped set up and work 
in the kitchen at St.Mary's social Hall in 
Massena for the Lay Minister dinner in 
September.
     The second annual Marriage and 
Consecrated Life Jubilee Mass was held 
September 15, 2019 at the Cathedral in 
Ogdensburg.  D.O.V.S. members were invited 
to be greeters and proudly wore their sashes 
with the D.O.V.S. logo on them.  It was such 
an honor to be included in this special day.  
     On September 20, 2019 the Middle 
School Retreat was held at Camp Guggenheim 
in Saranac Lake.  Members of the D.O.V.S. 
helped serve a pizza lunch to over 100 
children plus chaperones and staff.  Cookies 
were also provided for the ride home.  A fun 
time was had by the children as well as the 
chaperones, vocations' staff, and D.O.V.S. 
members who attended.
 

D.O.V.S. Hold September Meeting 
at Guggenheim

                
     For the second year, the D.O.V.S. held 
the September meeting at Guggenheim.  It 
was a cool day, so a fire was started which 

made a wonderful and cozy atmosphere for 
friends to enjoy.  
    The group was first honored with a 
presentation by Jude Nnadibuagha about the 
spirituality of Teresa of Avila.  It was most 
informative.  
    The group then enjoyed a mass celebrated 
by Fr. Chris Carrara and Fr. Jack Downs.  
What a comfortable setting for a mass!

        The mass was followed by the 
September meeting.  At this meeting the 
D.O.V.S.  were pleased to have been left an 
invitation by Jude Nnadibuagha to his 
transitional diaconate ordination on Saturday, 
October 26 at St. Peter's in Lowville.  Several 
D.O.V.S. members planned to go.  The day 
concluded with a lunch prepared by the 
D.O.V.S. members.  It was a most spirit-filled 
day.          

2019 Pilgrimage to Ottawa 
      

     The 2019 Pilgrimage was to Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Ottawa, Ontario Canada on 
October 2.  Notre Dame was designated a 
National Historic Site of Canada in 1990.  
The Basilica is the oldest and largest church
in Ottawa and is the seat of the city's Roman 
Catholic archbishop.  
    While at the Cathedral, the group had a 
presentation and tour of this magnificent 
building followed by a mass with Bishop Terry 
LaValley and a Holy Hour led by Father Chris 
Carrara.  
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    Father Joseph Giroux of our diocese is 
currently attending St. Paul's University in 
Ottawa for advanced studies in Canon Law, 
and the group was pleased that he was able 
to join them for the Mass and as a guest at 
Tucker's Marketplace for lunch.  The group 
enjoyed seeing him, and he said he 
appreciated the prayers and thoughts sent 
his way.

Ordinations in Our Diocese 

    On October 26, 2019, Jude Nnadibuagha 
and Severinus Torwoe, seminarians in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, were ordained 
transitional deacons at St. Peter's Church in 
Lowville through the laying on of hands and 
the invocation of the Holy Spirit by the Most 
Reverend Terry R. LaValley, Bishop of 
Ogdensburg.  In 2020, both will be ordained 
priests in our diocese.  As D.O.V.S. members 
were invited, thirteen members were honored 
to attend this holy event.

Severinus Torwoe and Jude Nnadibuagha are presented 
to Bishop Terry R. LaValley at the Diaconate Ordination 
at St. Peter’s Church in Lowville on October 26, 2019.

Deacons Severinus Torwoe and Jude Nnadibuagha stand 
with Bishop Terry R. LaValley before the congregation at 
the closing of the ordination Mass.

Our Seminarians  
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D.O.V.S Purchases Books for 
Schools

     Early in 2019, the D.O.V.S. purchased the 
book, So Many Ways to Be Holy by Kristen 
Marie Soley.  On October 18, 2019, the 
books were presented to the Catholic School 
Administrators and teachers at the Crown 
Plaza in Lake Placid for the "Celebrate Christ" 
conference.  The conference is organized by 
the Diocesan Department of Education to 
inspire Catholic School principals, teachers, 
staff, catechetical leaders, catechists, 
Commissioned Lay Ministers, and all those 
involved in parish ministries.  One of the 
books was also presented to Fr. Stitt and 
several children at St. Mary's Catholic School 
in Canton.

Annual Luncheon held on Fat 
Tuesday 

     On February 25, 2020 the yearly 
luncheon with Bishop LaValley, D.O.V.S. 
members, patrons, and invited guests was 
held at St. Patrick's Church in Colton.  As it 
was the day before Ash Wednesday, it was 
Mardi Gras themed. There was plenty of food 
for all to enjoy.







Pray for Vocations  
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